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Our 11th year at St John Bosco College has been very special and has again 

provided many opportunities for growth in the pillars of catholic identity, 

education, community and stewardship of our Bosco students and 

community. We need to continue to embrace and live the Salesian Charism 

of “a home that welcomes, a parish that evangelises, a College that prepares 

for life and a playground where friends meet and enjoy themselves”. College 

staff and our Bosco Community must work in collaboration to achieve the 

best possible outcome for every individual student. This partnership is critical 

to the young people in our care today and together we must journey with 

them to achieve some of their dreams.   As a staff we must commit to Don 

Bosco’s Vision "It is not enough to love the young; they must know they are 

loved". 

Thank you to our talented Bosco staff for nurturing the students in their care 

to experience “Joy in Learning” in a Catholic Community.  A special thank 

you to our gifted and inspirational Leadership Team of Michelle Grove, 

Renee Lea, Chrystal Leavers, Michelle O’Neill, Miranda Dempsey, Andrew 

Donaldson, Steve Johnson and Tommy Ting who collaborate with me to 

strategically grow Bosco to be the special place it is, in Piara Waters. The 

Bosco Team look forward to an exciting partnership in 2026, when we will 

celebrate twelve years at St John Bosco College, with in excess of 1400 

students. As a staff we have had many wonderful professional learning 

opportunities this year. The visit of the APSPA (Australia Pacific Salesian 

Principals Association) Team in May was a highlight as they inspired us to 

show loving kindness and work from the heart as we nurture our students to 

achieve to their potential. Staff have also continued with professional 

learning on the Berry St Educational model to assist us in our pastoral care 

of our Bosco students.  

Congratulations to our very first Year 12 Graduates at St John Bosco 

College. This marks a significant milestone in the lives of our senior Bosco 



 

 

students, filled with pride, reflection, and hope for the future. We are 

delighted that our first Year 12 students will leave the College with an 

understanding of the life and teachings of St John Bosco and our Bosco Way 

of “loving kindness and happiness”, being at the centre of everything they do 

in life and the Gospel values of Jesus and their House Patrons: St Francis 

de Sales, St Maria Mazzarello, St Dominic Savio and Australia’s first Saint, 

St Mary Mackillop. 

Eilis Newman our Marketing Events Officer has shared the joys of every 

event in our 11th year on social media. We have had many exciting joyful 

experiences this year for all our Bosco students. Amongst the highlights 

were: our Fruits of the Holy Spirit Assemblies, our student performances as 

part of the Catholic Performing Arts where many of our Bosco students 

received accolades, our Music and Dance Concerts, Book Week, Italian 

week, Arts and Technologies Exhibitions and College Learning Journey. 

Science week was a huge success with our Secondary students working in 

collaboration with our Primary students. Many students excelled in sport this 

year, including our Bosco Saints Netball Teams and our Primary Interschool 

and ACC Swimming and Athletics Teams. 

We are delighted that Father Mark, Father Grant and Deacon Patrick have 

been able to spread the ‘Joy of the Gospel” amongst the students and staff, 

here at Bosco, by celebrating Masses, Liturgies and engaging with students. 

Our Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6 students were overjoyed to be able to receive 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Sacrament of Eucharist and Sacrament of 

Confirmation. Our Mass for the Birthday of St John Bosco at the College 

celebrated by Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB, Father Mark and Deacon 

Patrick was a highlight for everyone present. Another highlight was the 

Parish Retreat on a Friday evening in our Staff Retreat. Thank you to the 

team at St Francis Xavier and the Parish Community for all the support and 

guidance they continue to give to us. It was a delight to see Sister Lisette 

work with students and staff again this year facilitating the Sacramental 

Retreats for the younger Bosco students. Thank you to Sister Lisette and the 

Schoenstatt Sisters for the spiritual guidance that they give to the students 

and staff at St John Bosco. 

 



 

 

Thank you to our College Advisory Council:  Chair Brett Mallott, Deputy Chair 

Siminette Meyer, Treasurer Kylie O’Neill, Secretary Tamara Radici, St 

Francis Xavier Rep Andrew Donaldson, Friends of St John Bosco Rep Hailee 

Norwood, Council Members Rachael Hingley-Wilson and Louise Totino for 

the advice and support they give to me as the Principal. Thank you to our 

Friends of SJBC Committee: Chair Jonnelle McPherson, Deputy Chair 

Robyn Miller, Secretary Jason Miller, Treasurer Teddy Segoro, Friends of St 

John Bosco Rep Hailee Norwood and Committee Member Marie Henriquez 

for the Friend Raising and Fundraising that they do to benefit the students at 

Bosco. I would also like to thank our many class, parent and grandparent 

volunteers who continue to work together to make St John Bosco the special 

community it is. 

Cafe Margherita opened this year and was named in honour of Don Bosco’s 

Mother. We have also received approval from CECWA and a grant from the 

Australian Government Capital Grants Program to enclose the external 

courts of Mazzarello Sport and Recreation Centre, including two classroom 

studios and retractable tiered seating in 2026 at St John Bosco. 

We wish the following Bosco staff many blessings as they take on new 

adventures in 2026 and beyond. Thank you for your dedication and 

commitment to building this flourishing environment and using your gifts and 

talents and “Fruits of the Holy Spirit” to bring joy to the students in your care 

at Bosco.  

Rebecca Catchpole( 2015) St Emilie’s CPS, Kate Lovell (2017), Kelly Glen 

(2018) Xavier CPS, Laura Oorschot (2018) Mary’s Mount Primary School, 

Anne Murphy (2018) Warrington Primary School in the UK, Nick Magry 

(2021) St Denis School, Brett Hill (2021) Emmanuel CC, Adam O Neill (2022) 

Our Lady of Mt Carmel School, Emma Monaco (2022) Aquinas College, 

Shimona Borg (2022) Family Orchard Business, Karen Saxon (2024) 

Emmanuel CC Head of Wellbeing, Luke Henderson (2024) exploring a 

Business opportunity, Belinda Pinker (2024),  Shabana Tagore (2025), 

Baronjay Bolton (2025), Rachael Lucas (2025) Mandurah CC,  Natalie Cox 

(2025) Head of The Arts Helena College. 

 



 

 

A special Bosco welcome to the 16 new talented staff who will join our Bosco 

Team in 2026.  

Primary Education Assistant:  

Sheree Taylor, Shamini Sukumaran 

Primary Teaching:  

Olivia Cattalini, Zoe Pedrin, Shae Crockett, Zane Minotti and Ella McFerran  

Secondary Education Assistant:  

Sophie Dipane  

Secondary Teaching:  

Dane Ehrlich - Religious Education, Lianna Morrison - Home Sciences, Elsie 

Hudson – Science, Jarryd McDowell – HPE, Christopher Alvaro - Religious 

Education and Drama and Emma- Brolly Home Sciences.  

Secondary Leadership:  

Head of Year: Colin Stobie and Head of Mathematics: Isaac Rowe. 

As a College, our staff look forward to journeying together with our Bosco 
Community in our 12th year as a Pre-Kindy to Year 12 co-educational 
Catholic College. Together, united as one, we can be pilgrims with young 
people anchored in hope to achieve their dreams. Our Bosco staff wish you 
the many “joyous” moments that the Birth of Jesus at Christmas time has to 
offer and wish you many “Joy Gelato” celebrations with your family and 
friends as you ring in the new year in 2026. On a personal note, I would like 
to express my sincere gratitude to every member present and past of our St 
John Bosco College Community for the support and guidance that you have 
given to me in my role as Principal since 2014.  

Welcome and congratulations to Peter Sackett who will take on the role of 
Principalship at St John Bosco College from 2026. I wish Peter every 
success as Principal nurturing the students in his care and working 
collaboratively with our Bosco Staff, students and Community to continue the 
journey of creating a flourishing environment in which every student can 
experience “Joy in Learning” in a Catholic learning community, where 
development of the whole person is of the utmost importance. 



 

 

 

I would like to finish how I started, when we commenced with our First 

students at the College on February 2 2015 with our College Prayer: 

 

Dear Lord, 

We ask you to bless the St John Bosco College Community. 

Thank you for the life and teachings of St John Bosco. 

Fill us with his joy so we too may use our gifts for the service of others. 

We pray that you guide us to discover the goodness that is within us. 

May we learn from his example and teachings and grow in our love of 
God and others. 

Mary Help of Christians Pray for us. 

St John Bosco Pray for us. 

Amen 

 
Yours in Christ 

Kevin Sheehy  

Principal  
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