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Tonight, we reflect on what has been another outstanding year for the Advisory Council for
St John Bosco College.

In a CEWA College, the Advisory Council supports the Principal and College Leadership in
aligning the College’s Mission with CEWA’s values and priorities. Its key roles include:

Strategic Guidance: Advising on the College’s strategic direction and alignment with CEWA's
Vision for Learning.

Financial Oversight: Assisting with budgeting, monitoring financial health, and advising on
fees and levies.

Policy Support: Guiding the development and review of procedures and policies to ensure
compliance and alighment with the Catholic ethos.

Advocacy: Promoting the College’s Catholic identity and fostering community relationships.
Infrastructure Advice: Supporting the planning and maintenance of College facilities.
Community Engagement: Strengthening and encouraging parent and parish involvement.
Governance: Ensuring accountability and supporting leadership recruitment, where relevant.

The council provides advice, not operational management, ensuring collaboration between
the College, CEWA, and its community.

This year, we welcomed three new Council members and one returning Council member into
their roles with a comprehensive induction into the Catholic Education System and the
functions of this council. Every member has embraced the responsibilities of their position,
ensuring we adhere to the CEWA Code of Conduct, Child Protection Procedures, and uphold
the child-safe practices that are fundamental to our Catholic College community.
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Lauren Hichaaba, Development Co-ordinator with Salesian Missions Australia

In May, Lauren Hihchaaba, Development Co-ordinator with Salesian Missions Australia,
visited the College. She addressed the Advisory Council, telling us about the valuable work
through the Australian — Pacific Province. Salesian Missions assist developing countries such
as Fiji and Samoa in their work for the alleviation of poverty by the provision of financial
assistance, mostly through donations.

Lauren attended our Mazzarello House Liturgy, where she also shared her story and inspired
both staff and students. Lauren’s message to us was to always ‘be the best that we can be.’

Capital Development

Our College’s development continued with the completion and opening of stage 7, the
canteen, which has been appropriately named Café Margherita, after St John Bosco’s mother,
Margherita.
Stage 8, which includes six new classroom studios, is well under way and is due for completion
early 2026.

These projects are vital inclusions as we continue our journey to becoming a state-of-the-art
Pre-Kindy to Year 12 Catholic College. None of this would be possible without the support of
CEWA and the Federal Government.

Principal Appointment

In my role as Chair, | was privileged to be part of the panel to appoint the new Principal for
our College, from 2026 onwards. Peter Sackett will commence on January 1, 2026, and comes
from his current role as Vice Principal at Lumen Christi College. Peter has served in multiple
leadership roles within CEWA.

In order for Peter to begin the next chapter of his journey at St John Bosco College, we must
farewell our current Principal, Kevin Sheehy. Kevin was our inaugural Principal and started
back in 2014 to set up the College’s opening year in 2015. The role of a foundation Principal
is multi-layered and challenging. Kevin consulted with the CEWA Capital Development Team,
architects, and builders to construct the buildings we all now enjoy. He found the right staff
to help grow the College — a job you would agree has been an enormous success. And of
course, he then set out to sell the vision to you, our parents, for the privilege to educate and
guide your children. Kevin has been instrumental in developing every aspect of our College
and we thank him for his dedication and commitment.
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The College has changed significantly over 11 years. From its humble beginnings as a
Kindergarten to Year 2 facility, and growing a grade each year with our students, through to
the introduction of secondary in 2020 and our first Year 12’s graduating this year.

Kevin has been the constant throughout all this, and the College would not be what it is today
without him. Kevin, we wish you every success in your new role as Principal of Mercy College.
They will be lucky to have you.

Our motto, “Joy in Learning” will be his ongoing legacy.

Acknowledgments and Thanks

| want to take a moment to celebrate the Friends of St John Bosco College for their
outstanding contributions to our community this year. Their events have brought us together
and strengthened our bond as a College community.

To my fellow Advisory Council members: Siminette, Tamara, Kylie, Rachael and Louise, thank
you for your dedication and teamwork. Special thanks to Louise, who will be finishing her role
on the Advisory Council this evening. Your contributions and insights have been invaluable.
Additionally, | would like to thank Hailee - your role in bridging the Council and the Friends
group has been priceless - and Andrew, your connection with the St Francis Xavier Parish has
ensured our work stays true to our Catholic identity.

Thank you, everyone, for your ongoing support of the College, and | look forward to seeing
what we can achieve together in the year ahead.

May this Christmas season fill your home with joy, your hearts with love, and your lives with
laughter.

Thank you.

Brett Mallott
Advisory Council Chair
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